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The Queftions of Love, and others propofed by 
Women, &c. 


Queft. 1. Hether the Papers lately publifbt, en- 

" ' j tituled An Auton of young Ladies, 

ec. be not very difengenious and ridi- 

culous 5 and if fo, what fort of Punifoment ought to be in- 

fitted on the Authors of fuch impertinent and reflective difin- 
genuity ? : 

Anfw. We have received feveral Letters to this Effedt, 
chiefly as we believe ( and as fome of the Letters fuggeft ) 
becaule we have heretofore treated that Fair Sex with all 
the Tendernefs and Candour we poffibly could, and there- 
fore it was fuppofed that in fuch a Critical Funéture our 
Pen could not be idle in their Defence--— Could we ever 
be partial Advocates we have now the greateft Temptati- 
on, but we have no need of undue Methods, to vindicate 
thofe whofe vertuous foft Tempers can even {mile a Calumny 
inte an Encomiam. 

But to the Queftion, we cannot but in Juftice return 
our Anfwer inthe Affirmative; and we may ventare to 
make the Auctioneers themfelves their own Judges upon 
this Dilemma; Either they bad a particular Defign to abufe 
fuch and fuch Ladies, or they bad not Ifthe firfi, We 
have done, and fhan’t intrude upon the Magiftrates Prero- 
gative: If the laft, the fofteft Conftruétion we can make 
it bear, is, a Writing at random for any one that had a 
mind to apply it to themfelves ; and in this Cafe the Fol- 
ly is but a little more charitable as ’tis more pardonable to 
fence with the Air and Diftances, rather than to ftigma- 
tize particular Perfons with indelible Sarcafms, fuch per- 
haps as only can be buried in the Abufed’s Grave: But if 
the worft Conftruétion fhould be put o’th’ Matter, there’s 
but lictle Scandal in the Refleétions of fuch Perfons, who 
whilft they pretend to fet a Value upon other Perfons For- 
tunes and Qualities, do in the fame Paper fell their own 
beft Quality for one poor Penny. ‘Tis a Teaguifh fort of 
Wittici{m co difpofe of what's ancther Bodies, without their 
confent. The ftrife of thefe three generous Auctioneers does 
a lictle refemble the Quarrels of the late Irifh Regiments 
in Smithfield for fuch and fuch a Houfe, when all che Right 
they had was founded in Air and Fancy. The difference 
lyes in this, that the Pen had the lefs courage of the two, 
which like fome little fneaking Town-Beaw that has ftabb'd 
fome body in the dark, fculks invifibly into a Corner. Is’c 
not a pictiful Cowardice to Publifh to all the World what 
we dare not own to atictle pare of ic?———I thought none 
but Silvia’s Bullying Satyvift could-be ftocke with fuch 
Abufes, but we find more oth’ breed, who no doubt to 
keep up their Tit!e, will themfelves bid like Buyers for 
Number 1, 3, & 4 § See the fecond Paper, entituled, A Con- 
tinuation of a Catalogue of Ladies, &c.) fit Matches for 
fuch Authors, being known and recommended by them- 
felves. Thi’ perhaps with the hot Services they have al- 
ready met with by fuch Cattle ( which ‘tis fuppos’d has 
made them rage thus ) may be Punifhment enough to 

reclaim them from further Audtioncering. 

Queft. 2. Whatuw Love? 

Anfw. *Tis very much like Light-——a thing that every 
Body knows, and yet none can tell what co make of it: 
'Tis sor Money, Fortune, Joynture, Raving, Stabbing, 
Hanging, Romancing, Flowncing, Swearing, Ramping, 
Defiring, Fighting, Dying,—though all thole have been, 
are, and ftill will be miftaken and mi(called for it. What 
hall we fay of ic? *Zis a pretty little foft thing that plays 
about the Heart———and thofe who have it will know it 
well enough by this Defcription. ’Tis extreamly like a 
Sigh, and could we find a Painrer could draw one, you'd 
catily miftake ic for the other: ’Tis ail over Eyes, fo far 
ts tt from being blind, as fome old Dotards have defcrib’d 
it, who certainly were Blind themfelres: It his a Mouth 


too, and a pair of pretty Hands, but yet the Hands f{peak, 
and you may feel at a diftance every Word that comes 
from the Mouth, gently ftealing through your very Soul- 
But we dare not make any further Enquiries, leaft we 
fhould raife a Spiric cog, powerful for all our Arc co fay 
again. 

Queft. 3. Why love generally turns to coldnefs and neg- 
leét after Marriage ? 
_ Anfw. Had the Queftion been propofed univerfally, as 
if it always had done fo, we muft have deny’d ic, fince we 
have in our knowledge, inftances of fome Perfons who 
have their Flames and Raptures, and all chat, as Hudibras 
calls it, as much after thee Noofing, as before 5 and to fay 
Truth, thofe who have fo, are io fo fine a Dream, that ig 
were both a pity and a cruelty to wake’em. But the Quefti- 
on is very cautioufly and prudently put ;——Why Love ge- 
nerally turns to coldnefs: In which fence ’tis undeniably 
true, and the Reafons thereof we fhall accempt co give : 
One great caufe we believe to be the Cuftom of: the Age. 
We have feen fome Kings Reigns, wherein ic has been 
thought an abominable Scandal for a Man to Love his own 
Wife, whatever he might do by others. "Twas efteemed an 
argument of a low Spirit 5 and if things had gone on, as 
they were fairly going, the Crofs-bar muft have been 
chang’d from the Baffards Scutcheon to the Legitimates, 
and nothing would have been thought a greater difgracc, 
than co have been lawfully begotten, or born in Wedlock. 
Decency obliges*us co forget whofe Example it was, ex- 
treamly contributed to this bad Cuftom; but we ough 
not eafily todo fo, as to thofe who took fo much pains to 
bring us to it. The Invincible Monarch himfelf of France ; 
nay, his Confeffors and all, thought it not below them ro 
be Pimps to England ; their Nation fupplyed che Court, 
City and Country in the Devils Name with French Miffes, 
Stallions, falfe Counts and Footmen, they refolving, if 
poffible, to make us ef the balf-biood with themfelves, that, 
as by the Transfufion of that of a Sheep or Calf into a Man, 
they might render us by degrees, more tame, and eafic, 
and fitter to make Slaves and Footballs. This French Poy- 
fon working into a great part of the Body of the Nation, 
as their Difeafe into that of a Man, is not cafily co be gor 
rid of, but will at leaft leave fome ugly fymptoms a long 
time after : And this we look upon to be one great Reafon 
of this coldnefs and negle&, but too often obierved after 
Marriage. But to be ingenions, there feems yet fomething 
deeper in the cafe, and a larger Caufe than this we have 
now affigned. Variety has, to fay Truth, a {trange Charm. 
in it, and muft have, from a fore of neceffity of Nature ; 
becaufe we find nothing which gives the Mind chat {atis- 
faction whichit is made for, and which ir will flill vainly. 
feek in fenfible Objects out of fondoels to the Body co which 
it is fo nearly joyn’d. Satiety commonly breeds Loathing, 
and eveo Manna every day would make one weary on ic : 
But this variety may be obtained, this fatiery may be cu- 
red, where there is at firft a virtuous Love, grounded on 
Sympathy and Similitude, where there is befides Wit,and 
Difcretion, all which have Charms that are almoft infinite, 
and can never be exbau(ted. Difcretion hides thofe Fau/ts 
which are generally difcovered after Marviage, or by de- 
grees temoves them; if nor, Virtuous Love excufes, of ac 
leaft ballafces them, and Wit has always fomecthing encer- 
taining and new, that’s the Salt and Spirit which keeps 
the (weets of Matrimony from growing rapid, dull, aod 
difagreeable. If *tis very feldom all thefe 2aalificativns 
meet, "tis no wonder that the firfl Order as Aeldom conti- 
nues, but wherethefe are, itcannor fail. Thus we have 
not only fhown the Reafons of this coldnefs and negleét fo- 
very common after Marriage, buc we hope too the manner 
how to avoid ir. . 

. 4. What are the bet Remedies for Lowe, and what 


, 


cure w there for a defperate Lower ? 
Ana: 


ee eee 


sfw. Thefe were propoled fingly, but being the faine, 
om po fo we ore cone oft defire Remedies for 
Love, but fuch as defpatr of atcaining the beloved Ooytét, 
ve here intend to aniwer them ¢ . Ovid hasenough 
of chem, but "tis r00 tedious a work to traofcribe him. He 
advifes thofe who would love no longer, other 
things, to endeavour co furprize fuch as they have lov'd, 
in their undrefs, which may be im fome cafes a very tfft- 
‘ual, vo others as dangerous a Remedy. There's an un- 
lucky Story in fome of our old Writers, of a certain Monk, 
chat was defperately in love with a Barbers Daughcer, 
who lived near his Monaftery, which proceeded even to 
Dotage, and though an Ingenious man, made him, a com- 
monly happens, abfolutely unfic for any bufinels. His 
Abbot had a great kindnefs for him ; and finding no Ar- 
gumeots could work upon him, and chat no other way 
would cure him, very carefully and Fatherly order’d them 
bach co be fhut up together in a clofe room, and no Soul 
ro come pear them, only what Provifions they wanted co 
be put in ata fmall Wicket every day. The Monk for the 
firft week thought himfelf in Paradife, the fecond ‘twas 
preery well, but che third he was in Purgatory, and the 
fourch in Hell ic telf, begging at the Wicket, of all Loves, 
that the Abbot would ler him out again, though he were 
to live on nothing but Bread and Water. A pleafant Reme- 
dy enough, but fuch a one as our defperate Lover will hard- 
ly find practicable 5 we therefore advite him to a long «b- 
fence, hard labeur, work ic out, for fome fay us a lazy 
Difeafe. Or if chis (uit not with their Circumftances, let 
em affront the Perfox lov'd, and thereby get themfclves 
more abfolutely (corn'’d and bated, and if that don’ do the 
work, they almoft deferve no other but a Aempen Re- 
midy 

Queft. 5. Where is the likeliet place to get a Husband 
in ? 

An{w. Poor diftrefed Lady ! had we but her Name, we 
fhould go near to iniert an Advertifement for her at the 
end of our Mercury; But fince fhe has left us in the dark, 
fhe muft e’ne be content with the beft direétions we can 
give her in this weighty matter. We aniwer then, that 
tis che ony pe to get aLover where there are frw- 
tit Women ; and accordingly, if fhe’ll venture to fhip her 
felf for fome of the Plantations by the next Filet, if the’s 
but any thing marketable, ten to ome but one or other 
there will fave ber longing. 

Queft. 6. Whether is abfince or prefence bef for Love? 

An{w. The latter in the beginning of an Amour, the for- 
mer when ’tis confirm'd, and already fertled. It is dange- 
rous at firft, becaufe it gives a Rival opportuntry to make 
Addrefes, and ‘tis fomewhat in Loving, as ‘tis in Racing, 
where if once @ Horle gets the fiart, ‘tts mort fo eafily re- 
covered: But where the main difpuce ts ence over, and 
the Heart fairly won, the cafe is much alter’d, then per- 
haps being always prefent 1s one of the moft dangerous, 
though defred things that can befall a Lover. As Acquain- 
fance grows More intimate, Our Levers are filll lefs upon 

thtir Guards, they don’c thew their belt fide to one ano- 
ther as ac firft. baules will daily be found, unluckly acci- 
dents will fall our, fuch things will be difcever'd as wou'd 
never have been fafpedied nor believed, a thouland little 
Quarrels and piques wiil arife, which at leaft produce vex- 
ation, oftentimes a final parting: But now in abfence the 
quite contrary happeos 5 we willingly forget the Faults of 
tole we love, and magnifie their éxcellencies 5 we embrace 
and cherifh cheir dear Ideas and Memories; we are dail 

expecting and wifhing co fee and bear from them, and if 
we bear, elpecially by Letters, our Love is extreamby en- 
creafed by thole little fubtle Meffengers : There’s all the 
Seul and more to be feenin them. We fay therein what- 
ever we pleafe, withour being puto the trouble of a fui. 
table Repartes, of pumping for a kind and yer difcreet 
Anfwer: All ower Thoughts are there drefs'd at the beft 
advantage, and we may give chem juft what curn we picaie. 
The Maa may wrire wich as mach Paflion as he will, be 
may fet his aderable before him, dreis‘d in as many Beax- 
ties as bis Fancy can form, wichouc having the Origiaa/ 
by «o confuce him, aad write according tothe new form'd 
excelleacy of his Ideal mifrefi, and bring in e’ne all che 
fine things he thinks. of. The Lady may with ali the Cas- 
ties the pleafes an{wer him agen, and let as much Love as 
fhe wiil look out through her Pradence 5 make what Pro- 
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mifcs the pleafes, yet with fuch réftrictions and med'ficati- 
ons, as fhall bind her ne more than one of the King of 
Francé’s Treaties, or Ediéts :———And when they come, 
once to meet agen, there’s fuch ado with Tranfports, 
Raptures, and the reft, that in a word, we dare think no 
longer on’t. 

Queft. 7. A Mother and Mifire{s beirg at the fame time in 
equal danger, which is a man oblig’d to fave? — 

Anfw. ’Tis very feldom that Providence brings a Man 
under fo fevere a Temptation ; but when tt docs, which. 
ever he fhould fave, ‘tis cafie co guefs which he would, 
namely, his Miftre{s, fince the Bonds of Inclination are 
ftronger than thoie of Duty, though here, efpecially if a 
a Contraét, are-both. A Woman would and ought to fave 
a Husband rather than a Child in the fame Circumftances 
though the Love runs ftronger downwards than upwards, 
and {o it fhould feem from parity of Reafon, a Miftrefs in 
the forementioned Circumftances would be preferr’d toa 
Mother, though we efteem it more generous, were it pof. 
fible, co dye himfelf than lofe either. 

Queft. 8. Whether a true Lover wilh offer any Injury to the 
Perjon be loves? 

Anfw. We fappofe the Injury is co be underftood as re- 


Isting to her Honour, and we Anfwer it in the Negative, 
grounding our Opinion on this demonftrative Reafon 
Rejpeét is of the very Ej/ence of true Love, wherever chen 
that Refpect ceales, as it does with a vengeance where Ho- 


nour 4s atcempred, the Love muft neceflarily ceafe together 


with it, and by chat very offer the /retendir changes the 
handfome Name of a Lover into one much more frighrtul 
and horrid, or at leaft we fhould think it fo to any Lady, 
who but makes the leaft pretences te Vircue. 


Queft. 11. What's the Reafon whtn Women prove bad, 


they are commonly worfe than Men? 


Anfw. The Rarity of Examples make them more re- 


markable : As for inftance, a Cuc Finger is fuppofed to 


be hit oftmer than any other, becaufe the other being well, 
no notice is taken when they are hit : So that I am willing 
to conclude the Querift in a wrong Suppoficion ; but if ic 
be a Truth, perhaps the Imperfedtion of 4 Womans Na- 
ture may fooneft yield to a total Cancellation of the Obli+ 
gations of Humanity and Natural Religion. 


Advertilements, 


temQcHE Life of famous Mr. Elliot of New-England, writ. 

ten by Mr. Cotton Mather,wil! {peedily be publifh'd. 
7g Ur fingle Mercaries will be Pubithed every Tuefday 

and Saturday, and our ievesal Volumes will be 
Compleated upon the Publication of every 18 Numbers, 
( that being as often as either the Coffee-bonfes or our Riad- 
ers can well difpenfe with ; And therefore this we defign 
thall be our conftant Method, except for the Realons iun- 
ted In Number 7. Vol. 2. we fhould find a frequenter Pub- 
lication neceflary ; which if *twere, we'd then Print a fin- 
gle Mercury every day in the Week (except Friday, that bee 
ing the day on which the New Obfervater is ufually Publifh- 
ed) and an intire Volume Once a Month. And in 
our weekly Papers whaccver Queftions arc anfwered by a- 
ny incerloper, the fame fhall be An{wered again by us,that 
fo neither our Queriits, the BookjeHers, nor the London 
Coffee-boufes, may be impofed upon by Buying Queftions 
twice An(wered, for they (hall always find in our Papers 
(that we may fave ’em the Charges of Buying his) the beft 
of his Thoughts and our owa Improvements upon all his 
Queftions wharever ; which we would not have promifed, 
had nor common Juftice to our Bookfeller Obliged us to 
it, who as he was the firft Undertaker of the Athenian 
Projict, fo he has been at great Charges in carrying it 
on. 

In the Supplement co our firft Volume of the Athenian 
Gaxzet we have Printed the full Account of our whole A- 
thtnian Project, chat no Man might be ignorant of what 
our whole Undertaking is. 

> There can fcarce be a Philofepbical Dueftion fent that 
we have nor already received, but we defign to Publith 
‘em gradually (chac we might mot ruine a Ufeful Projedd 
we oust doing, ) except we are fore’d to a contrary Reig 

on. 
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